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Miss Rittenhouse Explains 

Rock to be of 1920, it was not included. These books were sent 
on to Professor Lowes at his request, after Mr. Robinson had 
finished with them; but it was well understood by the judges 
that the books loaned by me comprised but a small portion of the 
output of 1919, not even covering all the books recommended by 
the Poetry Society, and that the award was not to fall within this 
group. As a matter of fact, books were sent to the two eastern 
judges (it was assumed that Mrs. Henderson, being on the staff 
of Poetry, would have them) up to the last moment, whenever 
any book was suggested as important. Not that it was incumbent 
upon us to furnish books to the judges, nor that we had made 
any agreement to do so, nor that they were to base their findings 
upon such books, but in order to insure the fullest group to choose 
from, I personally wrote to the publishers to send them books when- 
ever one came to my knowledge as having been omitted. Is it 
likely, then, that I should have tried to withhold from them the 
work of one of the best known poets in America and a personal 
friend of mine? 

The whole matter is a mistake due to the advance date of 
the Macmillan Company, and it can be rectified by having Starved 
Rock considered with the bocks of 1920. 

Jessie B. Rittenhouse 

Note by the Editor: Miss Rittenhouse's mistake was natural, 
probably it would be difficult to avoid all error in listing the 
books of verse published during a given year. But in this case 
one must acquit the publisher of Starved Rockj as the copy of that 
book sent to us for review bears the date 1919 on its title-page. 
Miss Rittenhouse's copy must have been of the second edition. 

Perhaps the best way to prepare annually for this prize would 
be to send a circular letter to the publishers, requesting from each 
a list of his verse-publications of the year. And it would be neces- 
sary also to round up the private publications. 



POEMS IN THE TOUCHSTONE 

The following notice will interest our contributors: 

Dear Poetry: The Touchstone, 1 West Forty-seventh Street, 
New York, is to have a new department of poetry and criticism, 
to be edited by me. Mrs. Roberts, the editor, offers fifty dollars 
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for the best poem or group of poems submitted each month to the 
department Poems must be submitted anonymously, that decisions 
may be made impersonally. Poems in free verse must be shapely 
and musical to be available for this department, and those in 
regularly stressed meters must be individual, not mere echoes. 
I shall review the selected poem in the same number which prints 
it. For other details the magazine should be consulted. 

Marguerite Wilkinson 



NOTES 

Mr. Padraic Colum, for some years resident in New York, is, 
as everyone knows, a native of Ireland. He is the author of Wild- 
Earth and Other Poems (Henry Holt & Co.), and of a number of 
beautiful paraphrases of classic epics and sagas for children. Mr. 
Colum sends the following note in regard to Swift's Pastoral: 

"Recollection of a famous episode in literary history will place 
the parties in this dialogue, and give their relations to each other. 
Esther Vanhomrigh (Vanessa), a young and brilliant girl, had fol- 
lowed Swift to Ireland from London, and was living in the country 
about twenty miles from Dublin. Swift, as readers of the Journal 
know, was devoted to Esther Johnson (Stella); but he had kept 
the existence of Stella hidden from Vanessa, and was not at all 
candid in the allusions' he made to Stella about Vanessa. It may be 
supposed that the existence of Stella became known to Vanessa at 
the time of this dialogue. 

"The story that Swift is made to tell is a well-known one. Tur- 
lough O'Carolan was famous as a minstrel and composer; but he 
was a poet, too, and he wrote a great deal of graceful and charm- 
ing verse. Swift did not know O'Carolan's poems directly, but he 
had at least one translated for him from the Irish, the one he 
turned into O'Rourie's Noble Feast." 

Mr. Edgar Lee Masters, of Chicago, has just published, through 
the Macmillan Co., Domesday Book, three episodes of which Poetry 
printed in June, 1919. 

Dr. William Carlos Williams, of Rutherford, N. J., has pub- 
lished this autumn Kara in Hell: Improvisations (Four Seas Co.). 

Mary Aldis (Mrs. Arthur T.), of Chicago, is the author of Flash- 
lights (Duffield & Co.). 
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